
Assessment Director’s Meeting

• FEBRUARY  18, 2016

• 9:00-11:00



Information for the Webinar

•ADOBE link to the AD Meeting:
• http://connect.schools.utah.gov/aau/

http://connect.schools.utah.gov/aau/


AGENDA

Welcome & Future AD Meetings

Legislative Update

USOE Assessment Inventory

Student testing in Utah

Assessment to Achievement Update

Rangefinding

ACCESS 2.0/ACT

SAGE Updates

Data Exchange & DLM Update

SAGE Math Update

ESSA Update 

Data Gateway Updates

Thank You



Welcome
•Future AD Meetings

AD MEETINGS -  Basement West (USOE)

Date Time Location

February 18, 2016            9:00-11:00 Basement West

March 17, 2016                 9:00-11:00 Basement West

April 21, 2016                     9:00-11:00 Basement West

May 19, 2016                     9:00-11:00 Basement West

June 16, 2016                     9:00-11:00 Basement West



Legislative Update – Rich Nye
•Updates on:
• SB 200 Student Assessment Modifications

• SB 201 Student Testing Amendments

• SB 149 School Grading Modifications

• HB 358 Student Privacy Amendments

• HB 164 Educational Testing Amendments



USOE Assessment Inventory
 JO ELLEN SHAEFFER



USOE Assessment Inventory

• PURPOSE
Utah State Office of Education seeks to understand benefits, 
challenges, and proposed improvements to our end of level 
assessments in planning and implementing new ESSA. 

• Teacher Survey – SAGE
• Assessment/Curriculum Director – District Inventory
• Focus Groups 



Inventory – LEA Assessment
Grade Assessment Population

Testing 

Window(s) Required By:

Apporximate % 

of Schools that 

Administer the 

Assessment 

Administration 

Time per 

Student

Number of 

Administrations 

per School Year

Max Yearly 

Total Time by 

Hour

Fall Kinder Assessments All Fall LEA   100% 30-45 min 1 0.75

Spring Kinder Assessment All Spring School 50% 30-45 min 1 0.75

1.5

DRA (Direct Reading Assessment) Struggling Readers Fall/Spring LEA 100% 30-45 min 3 2.25

AIMS All Full Year School 100% 30-45 min 2 1.5

Accuity

Illuminate

SRI (Scholastic Reading Inventory) 30-45 min 3 2.25

End of Level ELA 30-45 min 1 0.75

End of Level Math 30-45 min 1 0.75

7.5

DRA (Direct Reading Assessment) Fall/Spring 30-45 min 3 2.25

AIMS Full Year 30-45 min 5 1.5

Accuity

Illuminate

SRI (Scholastic Reading Inventory) Full Year 30-45 min 3 2.25

End of Level ELA Spring 30-45 min 1 0.75

End of Level Math Spring 30-45 min 1 0.75

7.5

Total Time (Approx.)

Total Time (Approx.)

Total Time (Approx.)
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Attachments sent with AD PowerPoint
Please review:

1. Assessment Document
2. Roadmap for CCR
3. Utah Accountability Measures
4. LEA Assessments



Assessment to Achievement Update
 DARON KENNETT

 KIM RATHKE



Assessment to Achievement
•Cohort 1
Box Elder
Weber
Davis
Salt Lake
Jordan
Tooele
Duchesne
Uintah
Iron
Sevier
Endeavor Hall
Beehive Academy
Ogden Preparatory Academy
Lincoln Academy
Spectrum Academy South

•Cohort 1 participating schools are completing 
second interim for medium-term data collection.

•Cohort 1 is continuing through 2016-2017.



Assessment to Achievement
•Cohort 2--Applications in Process
Box Elder
Canyons
Duchesne
Emery
Jordan
Juab
Kane
Millard
Murray
North Sanpete
Salt Lake
Tooele
Uintah
Weber
C.S Lewis Academy
Odyssey Charter School
Pinnacle Canyon Academy
Pioneer High School

•Participating schools are being selected this week.

•LEAs will be notified within the next two weeks.

•Both non-Title 1 and Title 1 Focus schools are included in Cohort 2.

•Funding is guaranteed through Year 2 for each cohort.
•If additional funding is approved, project will continue through 
Year 4.



Rangefinding
 DARON KENNETT

 KIM RATHKE



Success and Struggle
•Students do understand they need to use textual evidence in argumentative essays but are 
struggling with integrating the evidence in a fluid manner. 

•Students are incorporating textual evidence but are relying on one source instead of using 
multiple sources, particularly if source material is a graph or photo.

•Students are citing sources but are doing it unevenly.

•Organization is improving but too much reliance on 5-paragraph essay format.



Success and Struggle
•Students are attempting to address the entire prompts but struggle to stay on topic.

•Transitions are evident but too much reliance on simplistic forms (first, second, third, in 
conclusion).

•Academic vocabulary is lacking and students are not addressing the appropriate tone for 
audience.



Ninth Grade Rangefinding Prompt
•Lawmakers are considering raising the age for legal drivers from sixteen to eighteen. Write an 
essay for your state legislators arguing whether or not they should change the age guidelines for 
drivers in Utah. Your essay must be based on ideas, concepts, and information from the “Raise 
the Driving Age?” passage set.

•Manage your time carefully so you can
• plan your essay;

• write your essay; and

• revise and edit your essay.

•Be sure to
• include a claim;

• address counterclaims;

• use evidence from multiple sources.

•Do not over rely on one source. Type your answer in the space provided.



ACCESS 2.0/ACT
 DARON KENNETT

 CYDNEE CARTER

 JARED WRIGHT



ACCESS 2.0 Schedule
Test Window 1/19/2016 3/11/2016

Additional Test Material Window 1/6/2016 3/4/2016

Districts Pack Completed Test Material 1/20/2016 3/18/2016

Districts Ship Completed Test Material to DRC 1/20/2016 3/18/2016

All Test Material Received at DRC 3/25/2016 3/25/2016

Pre-Reporting Data Validation Window 4/6/2016 4/19/2016

Districts Receive Reports - Printed and Online 5/13/2016 5/13/2016



ACCESS 2.0 Technology
•There will be a new TSM release. 

•If you manually visited a specific TSM management page, this release could potentially cause a testing 
interruption.

◦ This page is not something that you would have typically accessed during your normal TSM interactions. 

◦ You would have accessed this page by going to the following URL: http://localhost:8080/admin/manageTSM
(replacing localhost with the TSM machine name or IP address)

◦ No action required if you have not seen the webpage (screenshot on next slide) before or if your setting is set to “No.”

◦ If your setting is “Yes,” please change it to “No” to avoid having to manually restart the TSM to allow continued testing.

http://localhost:8080/admin/manageTSM




ACCESS 2.0 Q&A Webinars

• Additional webinar information on WIDA’s ACCESS 2.0 Preparation Resources webpage
https://www.wida.us/assessment/access20-prep.aspx

https://www.wida.us/assessment/access20-prep.aspx


ACT
•Updating the State ACT website

◦ Email is being sent out on February 22nd to District and School Test Coordinators

◦ The new site will be live on February 26th

◦ Only appearance and design will be changing

◦ http://www.act.org/aap/utah/act.html

◦ Click on                                               at the top of the page

•ACT 2017 

◦ Online/Paper pencil option

◦ If students want to participate in additional writing section, they will be given a “voucher” to take the entire test on National Test Day

http://www.act.org/aap/utah/act.html


SAGE Updates
 JARED WRIGHT

 JULIE  QUINN

 DAVID SALLAY



SAGE – Known Issues
Known Issue What it may look like for users What is being done and the ETA? A workaround?

If a student took only one of the ELA 

component tests (Reading or Writing) 

in the Fall window, and then took both 

ELA components in the current Winter 

window, the component tests from the 

Winter window are not merging 

correctly. 

There is no impact to the fall reports, however, users will 

not see an overall ELA score for the winter interims. No 

responses are lost and as soon as the merges are 

complete, the scores will populate in ORS.

AIR is working to complete these merges so 

that the scores will populate for the Winter 

interim. 

Chrome v. 47 - Google related 

problems with TTS 

 Text-to-speech tracking is out of sync (v. 49 or 50)

 Poor sound quality, scratching and breaking (v. 48)

 Drop-down lists are detached (v. 49 or 50)

 Keyboard shortcuts not getting suppressed (v. 49 or 

50)

 KIOSK – highlighting not being able to “drag” over 

the part of the text wanting highlighted (v. 49 or 50)

Google has worked on a fix for the poor TTS 

sound quality, which is the highest priority 

Chrome v. 47 issue on the list. AIR is 

currently testing this fix to make sure it is 

working properly and then Google will make 

the update in Chrome 48.

Google is working on the other issues as 

well, but there is not an estimated time of 

completion. 

There is not a workaround at this time. 

The best alternative, if possible, is to 

test on an alternate platform. If this 

isn’t possible, users might try to revert 

back to Chrome v. 46.

iOS 9

Apple has introduced a sharing feature, which means that 

test items from an assessment could be shared on 

Facebook or other social media applications

Ensure that the test administrator has 

disabled the sharing feature in the 

MDM solution before testing

Reviewing and Changing Answers for 

Math and ELA: Reading Full-reporting 

Interim

Students are able to review and change answers for 

questions completed the previous day
AIR is in the process of correcting this issue.



SAGE – Upcoming Dates

USOE Assessment and Accountability Testing Schedule 
http://schools.utah.gov/assessment/Directors/Resources.aspx

http://schools.utah.gov/assessment/Directors/Resources.aspx


2015-2016 Spring SAGE Testing Schedule
May

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20
@

9pm

21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31

June

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30

April

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22
@

9pm

23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

?
?

March

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31

Red = TDS offline

Green = TDS available

= Possible offline

= Example LEA        
testing window
(Last day of school is 
during the week of May 
30th.)

?

KEY



SAGE – 2016-2017 Testing Schedule
•We will be creating the 2016-2017 USOE Testing Schedule.  Our plan is to have 
the schedule ready by mid-April.

•Please let jared.wright@schools.utah.gov or julie.quinn@schools.utah.gov know 
of any requests and/or concerns regarding the USOE Testing Schedule.  

•The sooner the better, as we work to get schedules set accordingly.

mailto:jared.wright@schools.utah.gov
mailto:julie.quinn@schools.utah.gov


SAGE – Test Delivery System (TDS)
•TDS may be offline for required deployments.

•Which date would work better, April 8 or April 15 to take TDS offline?

•TDS will be available the following Monday at 7:00 am.



Data Exchange Updates
 DAVID SALLAY

 TRACY GOOLEY



SAGE/UTREx Issues
•USOE is aware of several issues related to data being sent to TIDE from UTREx.

• Psuedo dual enrollments for foreign exchange and EL students not always generating correctly.

• 12th graders incorrectly being assigned 11th grade ELA tests.

• 1% students incorrectly being assigned to SAGE.

•We are working hard with our IT department to resolve these issues. Please keep sending 
problems you find to david.sallay@schools.utah.gov so that we can continue working to resolve 
them.

mailto:david.sallay@schools.utah.gov


Data Gateway – Special Codes tool
•We will be able to update the tool with special codes from TIDE on a monthly basis starting on 
March 1st.

•From May 15–June 5, the period when the highest amount of testing will take place, we will 
receive updates from TIDE on a nightly basis.



DLM updates
•SPRING TESTING WINDOW:  March 21, 2016 through June 10, 2016.

•Special Circumstance Codes are only accessible to Building Test Coordinators, District Test 
Coordinators, and State Assessment Administrators.  A teacher will not be able to see the codes or 
enter a code.

◦ The code will be in Educator Portal, in a drop-down window where you locate the Test Information Page 
(TIPS): the test sessions browser under Test Management.

•Tracy Gooley Contact information: New Special Education Assessment Specialist

• tracy.gooley@schools.utah.gov and/or 801-538-7887

mailto:tracy.gooley@schools.utah.gov


DLM – January Data Loss
• The USOE has put into place a "check" that will ensure that large numbers of students cannot be exited 

out of KITE due to changes in UTREx enrollments. The current threshold is that if the total enrollment 
count in your LEA changes by more than 10 students in a day, then no students will be exited. 

• With this in mind, if an LEA has more than 10 students that they want to exit from the system at one 
time, they will need to contact David Sallay (david.sallay@schools.utah.gov) and he will turn off the 
“check” for that district.

mailto:david.sallay@schools.utah.gov


DLM – ITI Testing Window
•The DLM ITI testing window will be closing February 29, 2016. 

• The purpose of this window was to allow teachers to have control over the Essential 
Elements (EEs) that will be chosen for their students’ testlets for the Spring Window.

• If students are not able to test over the entire Blueprint for their grade level during 
this window, the Spring Window testlets will be chosen at random from all of the 
possible EEs.



DLM – Data Lockdown
•There will be a Data Lockdown beginning March 10, 2016. 
• Teachers will need to have their data cleanup finished by end of day February 29th and District staff will 

have until end of day March 2nd. 

• Teachers and Districts will not be able to make changes to any data in the student’s accounts.  You will 
need to contact David Sallay (david.sallay@schools.utah.gov) if you have a new student enroll during 
this time. 

•Students are assigned to teachers based on their UTREx enrollments.
• In order to get a different teacher into KITE, you must contact David Sallay 

(david.sallay@schools.utah.gov) to request an override.

• In order to create a teacher account in KITE, USOE must have the teacher’s email address. We have 
been requesting these over MOVEit/email.

mailto:david.sallay@schools.utah.gov
mailto:david.sallay@schools.utah.gov


SAGE Math Updates
 TODD VAWDREY



Changes to Math Training Test
1. Added items of the new Geometry Proof type to the HS Training Test.

2. Students must drag statements to complete a specific proof.

3. Format can be either a one-column or two-column proof.

4. The new questions are placed as questions 1 and 2 on the HS Math training test.



Two-Column 
(Q1)



One-Column 
(Q2)



Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA)
 WHITNEY PHILL IPS



Key Differences
1. The states now have more authority to make decisions, choose standards and assessments, 

goals, and means of accountability.

2. The states are also responsible for enforcing many requirements (though subject to ED 
regulation).

3. The “big acronyms” have been eliminated. No more AYP, HQT, or SES.

4. New limitations on Secretarial authority, especially around State plans, waivers.

5. Consolidates/eliminates a number of smaller grant programs.



Standards and Assessments
•The states must:

1. Adopt challenging academic standards (Secretary may NOT require standards to be submitted for approval).

2. Implement aligned assessments

• ED has indicated it will continue with peer review of assessments.

• Assessments must occur in:

◦ Grades 3-8 and once in high school for math and English

◦ At grade-span intervals for science

◦ 1% limitation on alternate assessments tied to alternate standards.

◦ Maintains the 95% participation requirement.



Federal Accountability Timeline
•State accountability systems effective until August 1, 2016 (but continue to support 
priority/focus schools and those in improvement).

•New State accountability systems (and related interventions) take effect in school year 2017-18
per law.

•ED guidance: waiver States may choose to either (1)pause identification of school, or (2) identify 
a new group of schools for improvement. No information on what non-waiver States should do.



Changes to Federal Accountability
•States must develop an accountability system that rates schools based on metrics including:

1. Academic achievement

2. For K-8, growth or other indicator

3. For high schools, graduation rates

4. Progress in achieving English language proficiency

5. At least one “valid, reliable, comparable, and Statewide” indicator of school quality

6. Other factors as determined by the State

*Most weight must be given to academic indicators.



Two Levels of Intervention
•Targeted and Comprehensive

•Targeted (LEA-directed) interventions:
• State must notify LEAs of schools with subgroups which, on their own, would be identified as 

lowest-performing 5%.

• School must develop improvement plan, LEA must approve improvement plan and monitor 
implementation.

• If subgroups fail to improve within State-determined number of years, State steps in…



Two Levels of Intervention
•Comprehensive (State-directed) Interventions:

•State must identify for comprehensive intervention:

◦ Schools in the bottom 5% according to the State’s performance metric

◦ High schools with graduation rates of less than 2/3

◦ Schools in which any subgroup, on its own, would be in the lowest-performing 5% 
and has not improved in a State-determined number of years

•LEA must develop and implement, with State supervision, an evidence-based improvement plan

•State must step in if there is no improvement in a State-determined number of years (up to 4)



New ED Webpage
• http://www.ed.gov/essa

http://www.ed.gov/essa


Q&A Time



Data Gateway Updates
 AARON BROUGH



New Report

Assessment Comparison for Special Education













Functionality change

SAGE Scores by Teacher Report
How students that transfer will be displayed using “Current 
Students” and “Last Year Student” filters.







Feedback?



Thank You!


